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Hudební workshop se Stephenem Hathfieldem

25. březen 2014, 10:00 - 12:00

Stephen Hatfield – Workshop  

I believe good musical technique not only informs performance, but leads the imagination to experience music from within, as a creator. Otherwise, you can’t achieve rapture. I say let’s have rapture or let’s just go home.  I’ve led many different kinds of ensembles in many different environments, so I can offer an array of field-tested strategies in both the spheres of performance and non-performance, designed to help musicians experience their craft as thinkers and creators, not as people who reproduce the notes on the page.  My approach can be 
applied
 to any age group and level of ability. This is a workshop with plenty of variety.  We won’t just be discussing different activities – we’ll be trying them out.

Stephen Hatfield – Biography              

Stephen Hatfield, born on Canada’s Pacific coast in 1956, is a free-lance composer, conductor and educator who has created an acclaimed body of choral literature and an international discography with hundreds of titles. He has been involved with many concerts, festivals, educational programs and conferences around the world.  He’s taught at every level from primary to post-graduate and has won numerous awards, including the Governor General’s 
Gold
 Medal and the Norman Bethune Award (high honours in Canada) for his research, his choral and jazz ensembles, his poetry, his acting, and his composing.   He has had a warm relationship with the Gentlemen Singers of Hradec Králové since 2005.    

“When I was sixteen, I joined my high school choir and discovered what it was to be on the low G of an a cappella G 
major
 chord.  It was a very “Within You, Without You” experience, a sensation of being part of the sound, the glorious sound, inside the sound, creating the sound, while at the same time I felt the sound rising all around me, outside of me, human energy independent of – but at the same time interlocked and in perfect coexistence with – mine.  I experienced the sound of the chord as intensely human:  human breath and the human voice as a form of radiance.  At the same time, I experienced the balance of notes in the chord like a 3D chess board for the ears, like transparent overlapping of different but interconnected planes of existence.  All of this was felt intuitively, with an immediacy and an effortlessness that I can’t recapture when I put the memory into words.

That was the defining 
moment
 for me, and in some shape or form that’s the moment I’m always listening for when a choir sings.  That’s the moment I’m trying to capture in an aural holograph when I put a pencil tip to paper.  That’s the moment I hope that singers can discover for themselves when they do my music.”
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